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MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Thursday, December 30, 1915, 12.15 o'clock, p.m. 
Present : 

Hon. Elihu Root Prof. John H. Latane 

Mr. Charles Henry Butler Hon. A. J. Montague 

Hon. George Gray Mr. Jackson H. Ralston 

Prof. Charles Noble Gregory Mr. James Brown Scott 

Prof. Theodore S. Woolsey 

President Root. The Committee will come to order. 

Dr. Scott. It is usual, Mr. Chairman, on this occasion, to have 
presented and considered, as our first business, the report of the 
Treasurer of the Society, who is, as you know, Mr. Chandler P. 
Anderson. He has left the country, and in his absence, Miss Thomp- 
son, his secretary, will present the report. 

President Root. We will be glad to hear from Miss Thompson. 

Miss Hope K. Thompson thereupon presented the report of the 
Treasurer, which is printed herein, following these minutes, page 
145. 

President Root. Without objection, the report will be received 
and placed on file. Is there any motion to be made regarding the 
Treasurer's report, or the matters it contains? (After a pause.) 
What is the further business before the Council ? 

Mr. Chas. Henry Butler. It is necessary for the Council to elect 
certain officers and committees of the Society. 

Dr. Scott. I nominate the following gentlemen for members of 
the Executive Committee: Messrs. Elihu Root, Hon. George Gray, 
Jackson H. Ralston, Esq., Hon. Robert Lansing, Hon. John Bassett 
Moore, Prof. George G. Wilson, and Hon. Oscar S. Straus. 
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President Root. Are there any other nominations for those posi- 
tions ? 

There being no other nominations, the Secretary was directed to 
cast a single ballot for the nominees. The Secretary, Dr. Scott, re- 
ported that the ballot had been cast and the gentlemen nominated were 
declared elected members of the Executive Committee. 

Dr. Scott. Mr. Chairman, it is now necessary to elect these officers ; 
the Chairman of the Executive Committee, the Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and Assistant to the Secretaries. 

The following nominations were made for these offices: 
Chairman of the Executive Committee: Hon. John W. Foster. 
Recording Secretary: Mr. James Brown Scott. 
Corresponding Secretary: Mr. Charles Henry Butler. 
Treasurer: Hon. Chandler P. Anderson, 
Assistant to the Secretaries: Mr. George A. Finch. 

President Root. Are there any other nominations for those offices ? 

There being no other nominations, the Recording Secretary, upon 
motion duly made and seconded, cast a single ballot for the nominees 
and they were declared elected. 

The following gentlemen were then elected members of the Board 
of Editors of the American Journal of International Law : 

Mr. James Brown Scott, Editor-in-Chief 
Mr. Chandler P. Anderson Hon. Robert Lansing 

Prof. Charles Noble Gregory Dr. John Bassett Moore 

Prof. Amos S. Hershey Prof. Jesse S. Reeves 

Dr. David Jayne Hill Prof. George G. Wilson 

Prof. Charles Cheney Hyde Prof. Theodore S. Woolsey 

George A. Finch, Esq., Secretary of the Board of Editors and 
Business Manager 
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President Root. The other committees are covered by Mr. Butler's 
motion at the Society's meeting? 

Dr. Scott. I should assume so. 

Mr. Butler. For the purpose of making it regular, I move that 
my motion, already made in the meeting of the Society, be considered 
made in the Council, as to business exclusively before the Council. 



141 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

According to this motion (page 135 of these Proceedings), the fol- 
lowing committees are continued until the next annual meeting of the 
Society : 

Standing Committee on Selection of Honorary Members: George 
G. Wilson, Chairman; Jackson H. Ralston, Theodore S. 
Woolsey. 

Standing Committee on Increase of Membership: James Brown 
Scott, Chairman; Charles Cheney Hyde, John H. Latane, Jesse 
S. Reeves, Theodore S. Woolsey. 

Auditing Committee: Clement L. Bouve, Jackson H. Ralston. 

Committee on Codification: Elihu Root, Chairman, ex officio; 
Chandler P. Anderson, Charles Henry Butler, Lawrence B. 
Evans, Charles Noble Gregory, Robert Lansing, Paul S. 
Reinsch, Leo S. Rowe, James Brown Scott, George G. Wilson. 

Committee on Publication of Proceedings: George A. Finch, Otis 
T. Cartwright. 

Committee on Tenth Annual Meeting: James Brown Scott, Chair- 
man ; Philip Brown, James W. Garner, Robert Lansing, Walter 
S. Penfield, Jackson H. Ralston, Eugene Wambaugh. 

President Root. Is there any further business? 

Mr. Butler. Mr. President, I wish to make a motion which may 
seem to have perhaps a little of the element of discourtesy in it, but I 
wish to have it understood that there is no such element in it so far as 
the proposer is concerned. I think one of the greatest safeties of a 
meeting, and one of the greatest elements of success, is that the papers 
read be confined to the time allotted. I know it is of the utmost diffi- 
culty to do that. I think that the presiding officers should be protected 
when calling upon the speakers to hold themselves within the time. 

Therefore, I move that the Committee on Program be instructed to 
inform each person asked to speak at a meeting, or to read a paper, of 
the exact amount of time allotted for that purpose, and that the pre- 
siding officer at each session shall notify each speaker immediately 
before the making of his address or the reading of his paper, of the 
time allotted and of the necessity of his remarks being confined to that 
time. 

Mr. Gray. And admonish him when his time has expired. 
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Mr. Butler. As Mr. Justice Gray suggests, and I adopt the amend- 
ment, admonish him when his time has expired. I would like to say 
that on several occasions the meetings of the American Bar Associa- 
tion have become tedious and lost their good effect by reason of the 
absolute disregard of the promise made to keep within time by the 
speaker, to the great embarrassment of the presiding officer and to the 
great inconvenience of the persons attending the meeting. If the pre- 
siding officer is obliged by the rule of the Council to notify the speaker, 
he is relieved of personal responsibility and can explain in advance to 
the speaker that he has no alternative, and in that way I think the 
speaker will have to recognize the fact that he must be admonished, 
that he must stop, and that the presiding officer will be relieved of any 
embarrassment in so doing. 

Dr. Scott. I second that motion, but in so seconding it, I desire to 
say that this matter has been considered frequently by the Executive 
Council, and that a resolution stands upon the records of the Society 
precisely to the same effect. The Program Committee always informs 
the speaker that he has twenty minutes at his disposal, and he is asked 
to prepare a paper subject to that condition. The great difficulty 
seems to be in the good nature and the long-sufferingness of the presid- 
ing officer, who, not satisfied apparently with suffering himself, spreads 
it like a mildew over the audience. I think the chief sinner is the pre- 
siding officer, that the resolution should be especially aimed at him, 
and that he should be held responsible for the tediousness of the 
meeting. 

President Root. If you will let me say a word informally, I do 
not think it is the presiding officer. I think the subject is left as a 
matter of personal application, and not as a matter of rule. I think 
that if there be a formal rule, and the text of the rule be communi- 
cated, a rule which does not simply put a time limit on the speaker, but 
requires the presiding officer to bring the address to a close and call 
the next .speaker, the desired result will be accomplished. There is a 
very great difference between the two. 

Mr. Butler. I trust that I worded my motion so as to bring that in. 

Dr. Scott. Would it not be a good idea to print it on the program ? 
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President Root. Of course it should be printed on the program, 
and if that rule is adopted it would be. Suppose we have the stenog- 
rapher read the motion. 

(The motion as made by Mr. Butler was read by the stenographer.) 

President Root. Suppose you put it that the time allotted be stated 
upon the program and that the presiding officer be required to call the 
next speaker at the expiration of that time. 

Mr. Butler. I accept that amendment, and in accepting it I will 
state that that was the rule that was adopted at that famous Pan 
American Conference at which they had something like a hundred 
speakers, in New York. Each speaker was informed as he got up that 
at such and such a time the next speaker would be introduced, and the 
presiding officer proceeded at that time to introduce the next speaker, 
whether the other man was talking or not. It worked wonderfully. 
And each one of them had the one-minute bell that warned him, before 
the expiration of his time. 

President Root. The Merchants' Association of New York has a 
series of luncheons, and they run them I think for an hour and a half. 
They dispose of their luncheon inside of thirty minutes, and they have 
the time limited for speeches, and when the hour for adjournment 
comes the gavel comes down and they adjourn. They are business 
men and they go back to their business. Everybody understands it, 
and it works admirably. The important thing is to have people under- 
stand that there is a rule, excluding all possible personal equation 
from it. 

The question is on the motion of Mr. Butler, which as amended, 
reads : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Program be instructed to in- 
form each person, asked to speak at a meeting, or to read a paper, 
of the exact amount of time allotted for that purpose; that the 
time allotted be stated upon the program, and that the presiding 
officer be required to call the next speaker at the expiration of 
that time. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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President Root. Is there any further business before the Council ? 

Dr. Scott. Mr. Chairman, it has been stated here that there will 
be the regular annual meeting in April. Do you think, in view of the 
fact that we have had a meeting here in December, that there should 
be a formal resolution to hold the regular annual meeting of the 
Society in April, 1916? 

President Root. Is it customary? 

Dr. Scott. No, it has not been customary; but in view of the fact 
that there has been a meeting here, it might be considered so closely 
approaching the April meeting, that the April meeting would not be 
held. I was merely asking if it seemed desirable to you, sir, to have a 
formal statement of it which could be communicated to the members 
so that there would be no doubt at all in the mind of every member, as 
to the resumption of regular work at the regular time, namely, the 
last week in April. 

Mr. Gregory. I have heard persons speak of the uncertainty as to 
Avhether we would have a meeting, and I think it would be very well 
to remedy that uncertainty. 

Dr. Scott. I make the following motion : 

Resolved, That the American Society of International Law hold 
its tenth annual meeting in the last week of April, 1916. 

Mr. Butler. I second the motion. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

President Root. The Chair is requested to announce a meeting of 
the Board of Editors at No. 2 Jackson Place, at 3 o'clock this 
afternoon. 

(Thereupon, on motion duly made and seconded, the meeting of the 
Executive Council adjourned.) 



